
Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend, the entire Church solemnly celebrates the Feast of the Baptism 

of Jesus. This feast concludes the Christmas season and invites us 

Christians to follow the steps of Jesus' public ministry. The Gospel of 

Matthew shows that Jesus humbled himself to baptise like everyone else. 

Jesus emphasized that "righteousness" here is not a legal ritual, but the saving will of the 

Father. Jesus did not stand high above to save humanity, but descended into the 

water, entering into the human condition to embrace our sins and transform us 

toward truthfulness, goodness and beauty. 
 

The theologian St. Gregory Nazianzen said: "If Christ was not fully human, he could not 

fully redeem the human race!" When Jesus descended into the Jordan river, He took on 

the old Adam, the sinful history of humanity, to bury it in the water and usher in a 

new beginning. He did not need to be purified, but He sanctified the water, so that from 

then on, water became a sign of salvation in the Sacrament of Baptism. The identity of 

Jesus was publicly proclaimed: He is the beloved Son of the Father. In the Jordan River, 

the Holy Trinity was present: the Son was in the water, the Holy Spirit descended, and 

the voice of the Father resounded from heaven. Heaven and earth were reconciled in 

Jesus himself. 
 

This event is not only for us to contemplate, but also for us to live. Jesus was baptised 

to inaugurate the Sacrament of Baptism for us. Through Baptism, each of us is forgiven of 

our sins, becomes a child of God, is incorporated into Christ, and becomes a temple of the 

Holy Spirit. St. Pope Leo the Great exhorted to the faithful: “Christians, remember your 

dignity.” This rememberance calls us to live worthy of the Sacrament of Baptism we have 

received. So how have we understood and carried out the mission of the sacrament 

of baptism in the life of a Christian? Let each of us examine ourselves and carry out that 

mission following in the footsteps of Christ. 

  Blessings, Fr Sang  
 

Dear fellow Parishioners, 

As we are celebrating the Baptism of the Lord this weekend, it is an opportune 

time for us as parishioners to reflect on our own baptismal promise. 
 

This feast is a powerful reminder of the grace of our own baptism which is very 

much alive in each of us. The Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC 1213], reminds us 

that through the sacrament of Baptism, we enter into the life of Jesus, and “are               

incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission.” 
 

Our baptism is not just a ritual making us children of God but a transformative act of 

grace. Through our baptism, we share in the Common Priesthood [CCC 1268] – in the 

priestly, kingly and prophetic life of Christ. These roles, deeply rooted in both Scripture 

and Tradition, form the foundation of Catholic spirituality. To quote Archbishop Shane 

Mackinlay in a recent panel discussion: “Baptism was the starting point for all Christian 

vocations.” 
 

As Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council, I am privileged to be “sharers in the mission’  

with so many of our committed parishioners who so generously give of their time and     

talents for the pastoral life of our parish community. Though I have been part of the parish 

for over three decades, many have come much before, and whose wisdom and legacy we 

stand on.  
 

As we begin this new year, may I invite you to consider the call to take up                            

co-responsibility for our Church’s mission [CCC 1270] together with our priests who are 

called to the Ministerial Priesthood.  
 

We continue to pray for each other through the intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes, John 

the Baptist and all the saints that we may actively live out our Baptismal call.  
 

  Pam Nair 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday, 8:30am -  4pm 

Adjacent to the church 
 

07 3345 3766           

sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 

www.olol.com.au       

PO Box 32, Sunnybank, QLD 4109 

  

Calamvale, Kuraby, Macgregor, Parkinson, Robertson, Runcorn,  
Stretton, Sunnybank, Sunnybank Hills 

   
 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 121 Mains Road, Sunnybank    

 

Monday 12th January 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
 

Tuesday 13th January  
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   7.00pm Adoration 
 

Wednesday 14th January 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
 

Thursday 15th January 
 

   8.45am Morning Prayer 
   9.00am Mass 
 

Friday 16th January 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   9.00am Adoration 
 10.00am Legion of Mary 
 

Saturday 17th January 
St Anthony, Abbot 

 

11.00am No Reconciliation  
  5.00pm Reconciliation 
  6.00pm Mass - Live Streamed 

 

Sunday 18th January 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

  7.00am Mass  
  8.30am Mass  
10.00am Mass 
  6.00pm Mass (Youth)  
       - Live Streamed 

11th January 2026 - The Baptism of the Lord 

The Baptism of Christ by Joachim Patinir,  
c. 1510-20. Kunsthistorisches Museum, Austria 

Next Sunday: The 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Isaiah 49:3, 5-6        1 Corinthians 1:1-3       John 1:29-34 



BAPTISMS AT OLOL 
 

Interested in having your child baptised at Our    

Lady of Lourdes? The journey of faith that you 

are about to embark on with your child is an  

ongoing life-long journey of commitment to    

assisting your child to grow to become a disciple 

of Jesus. To prepare, you are invited to attend one of 

the upcoming Baptism Preparation Sessions at 

10:30am in the Avocado Room: 
 

Sunday 18th January    & Sunday 15th February 
 

Baptisms then take place on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month. For more information contact the parish office. 

Archdiocese of Brisbane Safeguarding Commitment 
   

The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding 
everyone involved in its activities, ministries and services. 

The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

 

FUTURE PARISH EVENTS: 
 

Unite: Young Adults - Fr Sang Talk 

 11 January, 7:30pm 
 

Baptism Preparation Session 

 18 January 
 

Encounter Catholic Kids Program 

 19 January 
 

Morning Bible Study 

 20 January 
 

Evening Bible Study 

 21 January 
 

ALPHA Program Begins 

 24 January 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 25 January 
 

Your Prayers Are Asked For: 
Recently deceased: Chris Van houweninge, Aniko Kozma, Mary 
Grace Capulong, Alex Hubiera, Lita Catimbang, Bill Emblen, Ken   
Boaler, Federico Nadal 
 

Those with anniversaries & others who have died: Rodrigo Abella, 
Erlinda Abella, Nino Abella, Arnold Canda, Andrea Arquileta, Evelyn 
Oco, Bosko Malinovic, Ana (Stainer) Klaser, V.V. Paulose 
 

Those who are unwell: Felly Amolat, Jose Thomas, K. S. Joseph,     
Sr Jenny Scari, Jeff Brengard 

The Baptism of the Lord (Year A) 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 The reading from Isaiah declares joyous 
delight for the servant of the Lord, one who will bring God’s salvation to the 
blind, the imprisoned and those who sit in darkness.  
   

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38 Peter, speaking to a Roman household, 
reminds listeners that God wants all people of every kind to experience the 
peace of Jesus Christ.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 Though without sin, Jesus enters into the ritual 
of sinners being performed by John the Baptiser. It is a statement that God 
is fully present to humanity even in its sinful state. It opens a way for all to 
be called daughters and sons of God.  

             ALPHA 
As we celebrate Christmas and welcome the 

New Year, we invite you to take some time 

for yourself to grow and nurture your faith. 
 

Join us for Alpha and have some of your questions about 

life, faith and meaning answered. Alpha is for everyone - 

those new to the faith, life-long Catholics, and those who 

don't have faith but are curious and have questions. 
 

Alpha is free and everyone is welcome! 
 

Join us from 24 January at 2.30pm in the Avocado Room,  

(includes afternoon tea, catered by the Parish). 
 

Please register by Wednesday 21 January 2026,   

(for catering purposes). 
 

Register via sunnybankalpha@gmail.com,  

the sign-up sheet in the Church foyer,  

or contact Linda on 0417 769 502. 
 

AT ALPHA THERE’S A SEAT FOR EVERYONE! 

mailto:sunnybankalpha@gmail.com

