
Dear Parishioners, 

The Third Sunday of Advent is the Sunday of Joy (Gaudete Sunday). The 
word "joy," with its Latin meaning "gaudium," translates to "to rejoice" or "be 
glad" in English, helping Christians to become more aware of the  imminent 
arrival of the momentous event of the Son of God coming into the world. 
 

The four candles we see on the wreath beside the altar during Advent 
share a common purpose: to announce the mission of Jesus Christ on earth as a 
human being and to live among us. Each candle lit during the four weeks of Advent      
symbolises the steps we take to prepare for and recognize the presence of the Lord, 
who is coming and will remain with us forever. 
 

On the Third Sunday of Advent, the pink candle is lit, symbolizing the joyful anticipation of 
the Lord's coming. The third candle lit during Advent is intended to radiate the warmth 
of love to the souls who seek God and to be reconcile with our brothers and sisters. 
 

The presence of Jesus in our lives and the world brings us joy. He is unlike other 
great figures of history, for they are figures who have passed into the past, even though 
their teachings and thoughts may be valuable for all ages. Christ is not a figure of the 
past, but He is alive among us. Advent and Christmas call us to appreciate this important 
truth. 
 

The joyful call of Advent is not an illusion. It is not a lullaby to make us forget the injustices 
and hardships of life. Jesus is present among us, as He affirms: “Surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 
 

Rejoice in the Lord’s presence among us. Be patient, even though life continues with many 
trials and difficulties. Amidst these trials and hardships, those who remain faithful will be 
rewarded by the Lord. “Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me” (Matthew 11:6) 
This is also the message Jesus is sending us today: return to Him to see the true hope 
that brings joy to those who come to Him and open their hearts to receive Him. 
 

 Have a good week everyone!!! Fr Sang Duc Bui 
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Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent      Isaiah 7:10-14          Romans 1:1-7             Matthew 1:18-24 

 
Monday 15th December 

 

     8:15am Morning Prayer  
  8:30am Mass  

 

Tuesday 16th December 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer  
  8.30am Mass  
  6.00pm Advent  

Reconciliation 
 

Wednesday 17th December 
 

  8.15am Morning Prayer  
  8.30am Mass  
 

Thursday 18th December 
 

  8.00am Christian Meditation 
  8.15am Morning Prayer  
  9:00am Mass  
 

Friday 19th December 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   9.00am Adoration 
 10.00am Legion of Mary 
 

Saturday 20th December 
 

10.00am Rosary 
11.00am Reconciliation  
  5.00pm Reconciliation 
  6.00pm Mass - Live Streamed 

 

Sunday 21st December 
4th Sunday of Advent 

 

  7.00am Mass  
  8.30am Mass  
10.00am Mass 
  6.00pm Mass - Live Streamed 

14th December 2025 - Third Sunday of Advent 

Hi everyone!  
 

Wow, what a journey this has been. I can’t believe that just under 3 
years ago Fr Enoch asked me to be a Youth Coordinator. I had no idea, 
the incredible gift I had been given in this incredibly rewarding,    
challenging and fruitful part time job. But now looking back, I am so 
glad that I listened to the call from the Lord and found my way.        
I recently heard in a speech which struck me; “God does not call the 
equipped, he equips the called”. Whilst I may not have been the most            
theologically strong when I started this role, alongside my passion and gift of 
the gab, God equipped me with all the experiences, role models, prayer,          
individuals, opportunities for encounter and support networks to grow into the 
youth coordinator I became. I was able to discover and be equipped not just 
with resources to support youth ministry but tools to put in my backpack to 
see me through a deeply rooted faith life in the years to come.  
 

It has been an honour to give back to the extremely vibrant OLOL youth      
community that supported me through my teenage years, and I hope that I was 
able to continue in the legacy left by the incredible youth coordinators before 
me, leaving a platform for the spirit filled work that I know God has planned for 
the years to come.   
 

As I move on to pursue my Geology career, I want to sincerely thank each and 
every one of you; teens, young adults, parents, parishioners, staff, youth and 
the Archdiocese for all your support of me and my ministry work. I would not 
have been able to achieve anything that I did without all your support. I pray 
that Unite Youth Sunnybank continues to flourish in its goals, to continue to 
see and inspire young people to live faith filled lives.  
 

 God Bless,  
  Abbey (Outgoing Youth Coordinator) 

Mary and Joseph Seeking Refuge in Bethlehem 
by Simon de Vos,  c. 1664.  
Soares dos Reis National Museum, Portugal 



CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
 

Christian Meditation will be 

on holidays from Thursday 

18 December and will     

resume on Thursday 29 January 

2026. 

FUTURE PARISH EVENTS: 
 

Youth Group - Teens Xmas Party 

 13 December 
 

Parish PNG Appeal 

 13 & 14 December 
 

Advent Reconciliation, 2nd Rite 

 16 December 
 

Nativity Play Rehearsal 1 

 20 December 
 

Nativity Play Rehearsal 2 

 22 December 
 

Christmas Eve 

 24 December 
 

Christmas Day 

 25 December 
 

New Year’s Eve 

 31 December 

Your Prayers Are Asked For: 
Recently deceased: Elena Aurora Cabaras de Rosso, Rey Martinez, 
Jasmin Hamady, Ellen Garrigan, James Gregory, Beverley Losgran 
 

Those with anniversaries & others who have died: Maria E. Remigio, 
Belen Z. Remigio, Edgardo L. Arceo, Ena Pineda, Alfonso Pineda, 
Richard Ignacio, Benito Alarcon, Rosario Alarcon, Gerald Nolan, Mark 
Woods, Una Glennon, Agnes Hyland, Mario Cisneros 
 

Those who are unwell: Natalia Trejo, Graham Small, Maureen 

Combey, Peter Quetcher, John D. Mackay, Sandra Cisneros, Cecilia  

Morandini, Lameka Eketi 
 

for those resting in our Columbarium: Fredrick Aisthorpe, Harold Aisthorpe, 

Minnie Aisthorpe, Allan Alvis, Dawn Angus, Helen Bailey, Harold ‘Gordon’ 

Barker, Francesco Bonasia, Wilma Bowman, Edward Allen Briggs, Patricia 

Briggs, Brian Burgess, Denise Burgess, Christina Burras, Avelino Calilung, 

Eleuteria Calilung, Geoffrey Chapman, Ron Collins, Patricia Edwards, 

Constantine Fernandez, Pedro Gallibu, Fay Garner, Eric Glennon, Iris 

Glennon, Brian Hammerton, Anne Harman, Eddy Hartono, Antonio      

Henriquez, Mary Hughes, Gerard Kennedy, Bruno Klaser, Clement Knipe, 

Stephen King, Lucia Yeen Lim, Maria Lopez, Dino Lorenson, Noemi 

Lorenson, George Martyn, Maureen McDonald, Frances McKenzie, Peter 

McSweeney, Maria Melgar, Harry Mohr, Eusebia Morao, Gerard Murphy, 

Cuong Nguyen, Quy Thi Nguyen, Nghia Bao Nguyen, Michael Ogle, Marie 

Therese Ong, Harold Paz, Rita Pobar, Dr Roberto Rabuya Jr, Graham 

Shipstone, Bill Small, Iris Small, Ken Tan, Rey Tubelleza, Claribel Tungol, 

Maria Turner, Anthony Van der Togt, Lily Rose Villas, Rosario Villas,     

Romeo Villas, Ron Vine, Elizabeth Wilson, Melissa Wong, Monica Wong, 

Grant Wordon, Nola Wright 
 

the continuing sick: Anne Carroll, John Cassidy, Lyn Catchlove, Maureen 

Combey, Margo Couldrey, Dan Dickins, Mary Dixon, Heather Gibson,   

Carol Ann Grace, Christine Hoole, Marie Hutchinson, Cynthia Impey, Mary 

Marcel, Baby Malakai, Watty Mead, Carolyn Miller, Bob Nicholls,        

Christopher Riley, Peter Quetcher, Jim Scriha 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

Parish Bible Study 

has concluded for the 

year and will resume: 
 

Tuesday 20th January 2026 

& 

Wednesday 21st January 2026 

Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 The prophet sets out our hope in the one 
who is coming.  
   

Second Reading: James 5:7-10 James counsels patience in the face of    
delay, offering us a spirit of waiting and expectation.  

 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 John the Baptiser is praised by Jesus for his 
way of life and focus on the message of God, which allowed him to be 
seen as a forerunner of Jesus’ own message.  
 

 

Moore, Gerard. "Third Sunday of Advent - 14 December 2025." Pastoral Liturgy 56, no. 1 (2025): 42-47.  

SATURDAY NOVENA 
 

Saturday morning        

Novena will resume in 

2026 on Saturday 7th 

February 

PARISH ANNUAL PNG APPEAL: 

Support St Mary’s Literacy School 
 

When: 13th & 14th December  
 

This program aims to help keep the Lae kids out of the 

streets and live life meaningfully. Funds raised will assist 

with teachers’ salaries, stationery, school activities and 

other daily expenses. Donation envelopes are available in 

the church. 

“We thank you whole heartedly for all your support       

towards this good cause. We the Catholic diocese of Lae 

will continue to undertake this street children ministry.  

We whole heartedly thank you because without your kind 

support we will not be able to run this program. God bless 

you.” - Bishop Rozario Menezes 



SUNNYBANK PARISH FRIENDSHIP GROUP NEWS: 
 

I would like to thank all the members who came to our 

Christmas Lunch and for making it an enjoyable    

morning. I would also like to thank Fr Sang for giving 

up his day off and for officiating and providing the 

Christmas music at the lunch. Well done Father! 
 

I would like to thank all the committee members for the 

wonderful help they have given me throughout the 

year. 
 

The Committee and I would like to wish you all a      

wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. Hope to 

see you all back in 2026! 

Haji Kelly (President) 

 

Archdiocese of Brisbane Safeguarding Commitment 
   

The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding 
everyone involved in its activities, ministries and services. 

The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December: 
 

 4pm Children’s Mass with Nativity Play 

 6pm Children’s Mass with Nativity Play &  

      Live Stream 

 8pm Vigil, Youth Ministered & Live Stream 

 12.00am Midnight Mass with Christmas Carols 
 

Christmas Day, Thursday 25th December: 
 

 8.30am Mass 

 10am Mass 

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY PLAY: REHEARSAL DATES 
 

The children of the parish are invited to participate in 

this year’s Nativity Plays at the 4pm & 6pm Christmas 

Eve Masses. Register via the sign up sheets in the 

church, or through the parish office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Rehearsals for the Christmas Eve Nativity Plays will 

take place in the church on the following days:  

Please attend both rehearsals for your chosen Mass. 

Parents are also invited to volunteer to assist the     

Nativity Play Directors at rehearsals and/or Mass. 

Please contact the parish office if interested. 

4pm Children’s Mass 
 

6pm Children’s Mass  
 (Live Streamed) 

Saturday 20th December, 
10am - 12pm 

 

Monday 22nd December, 
1pm - 3pm 

Saturday 20th December, 
10am - 12pm 

 

Monday 22nd December, 
1pm - 3pm 

            ALPHA 
Alpha is a wonderful opportunity to have 

some of your questions about life, faith & 

meaning answered. Alpha is for everyone; 

life-long Catholics, those new to the faith or those who 

don't have faith but are curious and have some questions. 
 

Alpha is free and everyone is welcome! 
 

Join us from 24 January at 2.30pm in the Avocado Room, 

(includes afternoon tea, catered by the Parish). 
 

Please register by Wednesday 21 January 2026,     

(for catering purposes). 
 

Register via sunnybankalpha@gmail.com,  

the sign-up sheet in the Church foyer,  

or contact Linda on 0417 769 502. 
 

AT ALPHA THERE’S A SEAT FOR EVERYONE! 

The parish office will be closed after Christmas 

and reopen on Friday 2 January 2026.  

If you urgently need a priest,  

email sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au,  

leave a message at the parish office or  

call 3345 3766 and press 3 to be  

directed to the parish emergency line 

CHRISTMAS MASSES:  

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

Do you volunteer as a Reader, Communion Minister 

or Collector at weekend Mass? Please consider   

volunteering for Christmas Mass! You can do so 

by putting your name & phone number down on the 

sign up sheets located along the side of the church 

between the musicians and the Adoration Chapel. 

mailto:sunnybankalpha@gmail.com


 

Parish Staff & Other Contacts 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Enoch Iheme 

 

Associate Pastor: 
Fr Sáng Đức Bùi 

 

Parish Secretary:  
Megan Carroll 

 sec.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator:  
Noel Arceo 

pa.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Accounts:  
Tam Nguyen  

accounts.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Music Coordinator: 
Barbara Elliott 

elliottba@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Housekeeper:  
Louise Weston 

 

Local Safeguarding Representative 
Jennifer Jom 

lsr.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Unite Youth/Young Adults Coordinators 
Abbey O’Toole & Gabby Alamo 

youth.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

OLOL School, Sunnybank  
Principal - Phil Manitta 

  3345 0700 

   St Thomas More College, Sunnybank 
Principal - Les Conroy 

3323 4600 
 

Paloma Reception Centre                                      
3345 3766 

 

OLOL OSHC 
Co-ordinator - Sheleen Lata 

sunnybankoshc@bne.centacare.net.au 
3344 3064 

  
St Vincent de Paul 

1800 Vinnies (1800 846 643) 
  

STOPline Services 
1300 304 550 

AOB@stopline.com.au 

CHRISTMAS STOCK HAS ARRVIED! 

The Piety Stall has been restocked for the upcoming    

festive season. With only four shopping Sundays until 

Christmas get in quick to secure your festive products, 

whether a gift, a wreath, a nativity scene or an advent   

calendar. We have a wide range of items available to suit 

all budgets, be quick to avoid disappointment.  


