
Dear Parishioners, 
 

On the first day of the New Year 2026, we celebrated the Feast of the 

Mother of God. Mary gave birth to Jesus on Christmas Day and she 

is also our Mother, the Mother of the Church. On this significant Feast, 

marking the beginning of the New Year 2026, I was delighted and amazed 

by the number of people who attended Mass. Communion almost ran out! 
 

This weekend we celebrate the Epiphany, when the three wise men came to    

worship Jesus. They were three Gentiles, considered the first Gentiles, who found 

and believed in Jesus as their Lord. Therefore, this feast day is considered a feast 

of faith. 
 

By contemplating the journey of faith of the three Magi, we have the opportunity to 

rekindle our own faith. All of us are Magi of our time, tasked with making the whole 

world aware of Jesus as the Savior of humanity. Our special mission is to prepare 

everyone to open their hearts to receive the Word of God, so that they may     

recognise Jesus on every path they take in life. God needs our cooperation to     

extend His work of salvation. 
 

All the readings from the Word of God during the Epiphany share one central theme: 

Jesus is the King of all creation. He came to earth to illuminate the world. He is the 

Light of all nations, leading people out of the darkness of sin. Those who          

sincerely accept and follow Him will be illuminated by His eternal divine light. They will 

become the light of the world, cooperating with Jesus to spread salvation to the ends 

of the earth. 
 

If the holy city of Jerusalem was urged by the prophet Isaiah to shine forth throughout 

its surroundings, then today the Church of Christ is called to shine forth      

throughout the world. The Church is the work of God, but God desires that through 

the efforts of humans and members of the Church, the Light of the nations be 

spread. The Word of God reminds each Christian of the noble duty of being      

children of God; through the sacraments, we must be strong and bear witness to the 

faith we have received and continue to receive. Let each of us become a sign of hope, 

a living image of Jesus, to become a light in a society still full of darkness and injustice. 
 

Let us give thanks to God for the gift of faith and for the fact that each day we live in 

the family of the Church. Saint Paul exhorted the Ephesians to be aware of their dignity 

and high honour, because from their Gentile origins, God has made us co-heirs with 

His chosen people. 
 

All pilgrimages to holy places, or even our visits to church, are journeys in search 

of God and in recognising His true presence in our lives, hearts, and souls. We 

only truly encounter God when we willingly renew our lives, living in reconciliation with 

God and with our brothers and sisters. For those who live in sin, wickedness,     

jealousy, hatred, and who use destructive violence like King Herod, will find it     

difficult to see the presence of God in their lives. 
 

Today, many people are still searching for God. Many want to know God so they can 

follow Him. But they don't know the way or the direction. Like the Three Wise Men, 

they need guiding stars to light their way. Each of us is called to be a shining torch 

of faith in the world, to live as witnesses and to open the hope of a full and complete 

life in God for those who are seeking Jesus Christ and the love of Himself. 
 

Happy New Year 2026 and Many Blessings and Peace upon us!  
 

  Fr Sang Duc Bui 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday, 8:30am -  4pm 

Adjacent to the church 
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 Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 121 Mains Road, Sunnybank    

 

Monday 5th January 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
 

Tuesday 6th January  
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   7.00pm Adoration 
 

Wednesday 7th January 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
 

Thursday 8th January 
 

   8.45am Morning Prayer 
   9.00am Mass 
 

Friday 9th January 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   9.00am Adoration 
 10.00am Legion of Mary 
 

Saturday 10th January 
 

11.00am No Reconciliation  
  5.00pm Reconciliation 
  6.00pm Mass - Live Streamed 

 

Sunday 11th January 
The Baptism of the Lord 

 

  7.00am Mass  
  8.30am Mass  
10.00am Mass 
  6.00pm Mass (Youth)  
       - Live Streamed 

4th January 2026 - The Epiphany of the Lord 

Adoration of the Magi  
by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo,  c. 1655-1660  
Toledo Museum of Art 

Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7        Acts 10:34-38       Matthew 3:13-17 



Archdiocese of Brisbane Safeguarding Commitment 
   

The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding 
everyone involved in its activities, ministries and services. 

The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

FUTURE PARISH EVENTS: 
 

Encounter Catholic Kids Program 

 19 January 2026 
 

Morning Bible Study 

 20 January 2026 
 

Evening Bible Study 

 21 January 2026 
 

ALPHA Program 

 24 January 2026 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 25 January 2026 
 

Christian Meditation  

 29 January 2026 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 1 February 2026 

Your Prayers Are Asked For: 
Recently deceased: Bill Emblem, Ken Boaler, Federico Nadal, Marie 
McErlean 
 

Those with anniversaries & others who have died: Andrea Arquileta, 
Evelyn Oco, Bosko Malinovic, Ana (Stainer) Klaser, V.V. Paulose, Ron 
Collins, Tony Paiva, Kenneth Nolan 
 

Those who are unwell: Phoebe Morwood Oldham, Rick Hilder, Sheila 
Daley, Marta Noyola, Miguel Miranda, Patrick Nguyen 

 

Parish Staff & Other Contacts 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Enoch Iheme 

 

Associate Pastor: 
Fr Sáng Đức Bùi 

 

Parish Secretary:  
Megan Carroll 

 sec.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator:  
Noel Arceo 

pa.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Accounts:  
Tam Nguyen  

accounts.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Music Coordinator: 
Barbara Elliott 

elliottba@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Unite Youth/Young Adults Coordinator 
Gabby Alamo 

youth.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Housekeeper:  
Louise Weston 

 

Local Safeguarding Representative 
Jennifer Jom 

lsr.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

OLOL School, Sunnybank  
Principal - Phil Manitta 

  3345 0700 

   St Thomas More College, Sunnybank 
Principal - Les Conroy 

3323 4600 
 

Paloma Reception Centre                                      
3345 3766 

 

OLOL OSHC 
Co-ordinator - Sheleen Lata 

sunnybankoshc@bne.centacare.net.au 
3344 3064 

  
St Vincent de Paul 

1800 Vinnies (1800 846 643) 
  

STOPline Services 
1300 304 550 

AOB@stopline.com.au 

The Epiphany of the Lord (Year A) 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 The prophet Isaiah proclaims a vision of 
God’s glory rising over Jerusalem attracting the people and the treasures 
of every nation.  
   

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 Paul explains the mystery that 
through Christ, Gentiles share equally in God’s promises and blessings.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 The Magi follow a star to find, rejoice in and   
worship the newborn King. Their journey symbolises the manifestation of 
Christ to all nations.  
 
 

Ford, Pina. "The Epiphany of the Lord - 4 January 2026." Pastoral Liturgy 56, no. 1 (2025): 80-84  

             ALPHA 
 

As we celebrate Christmas and welcome the New 

Year, we invite you to take some time for yourself 

to grow and nurture your faith. 
 

Join us for Alpha and have some of your questions about life, 

faith and meaning answered. Alpha is for everyone - those new 

to the faith, life-long Catholics, and those who don't have faith 

but are curious and have questions. 
 

Alpha is free and everyone is welcome! 
 

Join us from 24 January at 2.30pm in the Avocado Room,  

(includes afternoon tea, catered by the Parish). 
 

Please register by Wednesday 21 January 2026,   

(for catering purposes). 
 

Register via sunnybankalpha@gmail.com,  

the sign-up sheet in the Church foyer,  

or contact Linda on 0417 769 502. 
 

AT ALPHA THERE’S A SEAT FOR EVERYONE! 

mailto:sunnybankalpha@gmail.com

